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Acme Car Company 
Thunder Ranch 356 Speedster Kit 

The best Speedster replica your money can buy. 
Thunder Ranch buys the materials we use to build your Speedster, right here in the 
U.S., and we make every effort to buy products that are actually made here in the U.S. 
We use DuPont paint, RevChem resins and fabrics, Cal Metals steel and aluminum, 
SCAT engines, and more. These products are without equal in our industry, which is 
why Thunder Ranch has been chosen ñBest Porsche Replica Manufacturerò in 2004, 
2005 and 2008 at the annual AHA Knotts Show. Here are just a few of the major 
reasons to choose the Thunder Ranch 356 Speedster over our competitors: 
 

¶ At 1501 pounds, we are not only lighter than all other replicas but also the 
original. 

¶ Hand-laid fiberglass with specially blended DCPD polyester resin that resists any 
fatigue failure for the life of your car. (Thunder Ranch has designed a matrix of 
fiberglass materials that add strength in the body where it is needed, and only 
there minimizing the weight gain the added special materials produce). 

¶ A full-length powder-coated tube frame that has a low, strong center spine with 
substantial perimeter members that not only support the doorsills, but the hinge 
posts and under-dash support. The frame also incorporates the original rear VW 
torsion bar tube suspension and transaxle mounts to guarantee perfect engine / 
transaxle and rear suspension alignment. 

¶ Frame design allows the center ñspineò area to be low like the original, and 
incorporates the original-style heater control knob. 

¶ Since Thunder Ranch does not use 50-year old, shortened VW pans, (that 
narrow as they go forward), full-size Speedster seats fit comfortably on new seat 
tracks. 

¶ Since Thunder Ranch seats fit straight, fore and aft, in the frame, the steering 
column is installed directly in front of the driver so the annoying offset angle is 
eliminated. 

¶ Thunder Ranch also makes the all-composite floor that can be assembled at 
various heights, so taller people can be accommodated. Thunder Ranch seats 
also have different risers that bond to the seat bottoms that adjust higher or 
lower, depending upon customer need. Wider seats can also be fitted. 

¶ The floor area and interior walls behind the seats have been enlarged, like the 
original, so childrenôs seats can be fitted, or the space can be better utilized for 
cargo. 

¶ Dual rear firewalls minimize engine noise. For further noise reduction the space 
can be foam filled. 

¶ Unique convertible top and tonneau design allows the top or tonneau to be 
fastened to the car without snaps. This design allows for a beautiful, smooth-top 
tonneau-body integration. 

¶ Thunder Ranchôs outside body and smooth inner panel allows 5 İ or 6ò wide 
wheels to be fitted. These are 1 or 1 İò wider than stock, which adds stability, 
safety, and comfort. 

 



¶ Thunder Ranch doors, hoods, engine covers, and bumpers come with a tight fit 
that mimics expensive exotic cars. The hand-rubbed paint is also of the same 
quality. 

¶ Thunder Ranch offers the most significant options out there, including a variety of 
engine sizes, roll bars, the TR911 ultimate cooling system, and much, much 
more! 
 

Thunder Ranch has been building 550 Spyder replicas since 1995. Thunder Ranch 
thought the Speedster replicas, which had been around since 1978, were a design that 
had been fully perfected, until we actually drove one. With a history of racing 356 
Speedsters in the 1960s, Thunder Ranch founder, Tom McBurnie, realized that this 
(TR) 356 Speedster should be added to our product line. The frame was perfected, the 
body created, and the prototype was started. The prototype proved full of all of the 
advantages he envisioned, and showed that even more could be done. 
 
 Our new 356 Speedsters are excellent, with standard disc brakes up front, and large 
drums in the rear. With tuned suspension, only 1500 pounds, and the 5 İò wide wheels, 
it handles like a dreaméand with one of our big option motorséitôs a rocket! 
 
At Knottôs in 2005, our #1 car, then over a year old, and our #2 car, about 9 months old, 
were judged and awarded 2nd best and 1st best Speedster out of more than forty 
Speedsters displayed! Both of these cars are well-maintained, street-driven cars. Your 
Speedster will be just as successful. 
 
We build each car custom to its owner, with the patience and talent you would expect. 
From the size of the motor, type of exhaust, brand and size of tires, to the color of the 
interior and exterior, your options are plenty. We take the time to go through all your 
options with you, so that you get the car you want, at the price you want. 
 
After we build your car, it goes through our 2XX-point inspection, and is then roadtested 
for quality assurance. Once the car has been test driven, we double check it again. 
You can pick up your car at the factory, or we can ship your car to the destination of 
your choice. Registration of a hand-built car is a state-by-state set of rules that we can 
accommodate. Some states prefer to register the car as a Porsche replica, and other 

states as a Volkswagen Beetle. For both options, we provide documents that enable 

easy registration.  
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Thunder Ranch 356 Speedster Kit 

 

Stage I - 10,995.00 

Includes assembled body molded and mounted to frame. As well 

as the doors, hood, and engine cover, (mounted and latched), 

with a valid VW VIN for registration. 

Stage II ï 15,500.00 

Includes ñStage Iò PLUS the following: 

V Complete Windshield Assembly V Inside Rear-View Mirror 

V (3) Instruments and Special 
Sender Handle 

V (2) Headlight Assemblies 
V Door & Hood Seals 

V Wiring Harness & Switches V (2) Rocker Panel Moldings 
V Front & Rear Bumpers, plus 

Moldings 

V Teardrop Tail Lights 

V Seats 
V License Plate Light V Carpet Set 

V Rear Grill 
V Dash Molding 

V Outside / Inside Door Handles 
& Linkage 

V Door & Kick Panels V (4) Chrome Wheels & Hub Caps 

V ñSpeedsterò Emblems  
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Turnkey Cars starting at $34500.00 



 

 

 

 

PACKING LIST 
Thunder Ranch 356 Speedster 

Customer Name: Packed By: 

Date Shipped:  Shipped Via: 

  

BASIC KIT 
DESCRIPTION QTY SHIP B/O 

Body and Chassis Assembly, Doors, Hood, Engine Cover 
Assembly Hinged Latched With Bumpers Installed 

1 X 
 

 
DELUXE KIT 

DESCRIPTION QTY SHIP B/O 

 
Windshield Assembly, Pre-Fit to Body 

   

Windshield  1   

Upper Windshield Frame  1   

Lower Windshield Frame  1   

Left and Right Corner Post with (4) Stainless Screws 1 ea.   

Lower Corner Post Anchors  2   

3/8ò Anchor Bolts and L Washers  2   

Center Rod, Nut, and Wood Spacer  1 ea.   

Upper Windshield Seal  1   

Lower Windshield Seal  1   

Defroster Vents  2   

 
Gauge Package 

   

Speedometer  1   

Tachometer  1   

Combo  1   

Oil Temperature Sender  1   

 
Wire Harness Assembly 

   

Wire Harness  1   

Ignition Switch  1   

Light Switch  1   

Wiper Switch  1   

    

 

 

 

 

 



DESCRIPTION CONTé QTY SHIP B/O 

 
Body / Engine 

   

Engine Cover  1   

Engine Cover Grill  1   

Engine Cover Pull Cable  1   

Hood Pull Cable  1   

Tail Light Assembly (Tear Drop) - Pair  1   

License Light Housing Shine Up  1   

Wheels (5 ½ x 15)  4   

Hub Caps  4   

Body Torsion Closeouts  2   

Front Bumper Deco Molding  1   

Rear Bumper Deco Molding  1   

Front Rocker Deco Molding  1   

Rear Rocker Deco Molding  1   

Outer Door Handle  2   

Outer Door Handle Nut  2   

Inner Door Handle  2   

Hood Handle  1   

Badge  1   

Hood Handle Gaskets  2   

Hood Seal  1   

ñSpeedsterò Emblem  2   

Aero Mirror (Outside)  1   

Exhaust System, Less ñJò Tubes  1   

Battery Tie Down Strap  1   

Rubber Bumpers  6   

Beehive Park Light Assembly  2   

Horn Grill  2   

Horn Grill Seal  2   

Headlight Assembly (Less Bulb)  2   

Fuel Tank, Modified to Center Fill  1   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 

 



DESCRIPTION CONTé QTY SHIP B//O 

 
TOP ASSEMBLY           Color__________           Boot_____________ 

Stayfast Canvas Top  1   

Stainless Steel Bows with Eccentric  1   

Header with (3) Latches  1   

Side Curtains, Complete  2   

Boot  1   

Convertible Cockpit Surround (Fiberglass)  1   

Convertible Cockpit Surround (Vinyl)  1   

 
INTERIOR Color:          Seats__________           Carpet____________ 

Top Door Molding (Fiberglass)  2   

Top Door Molding Cover (Vinyl)  2   

Dash Cover (Vinyl)  1   

Dash Cover (Foam) 1   

Dash Molding (Vinyl)  3   

Plyskin Door Panels            FOAM            VINYL  2   

Seats  2   

Seat Tracks  2   

10 Pc. Carpet Set  1   

Rubber Threshold Molding  2   

Aluminum Door Sill Trim  2   

A & B Post Aluminum Carpet Trim (to be cut by customer)  1   

Center Rear View Mirror  1   

 
OTHER OPTIONS: 
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